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As a member of the strictly religious Satmar sect 
of Hasidic Judaism, Deborah Feldman grew up 
under a code of relentlessly enforced customs 
governing everything from what she could wear 
and to whom she could speak to what she was 
allowed to read. It was stolen moments spent with 
the empowered literary characters of Jane Austen 
and Louisa May Alcott that helped her to imagine 
an alternative way of life. Trapped as a teenager in 
a sexually and emotionally dysfunctional marriage 
to a man she barely knew, the tension between 
Deborah’s desires and her responsibilities as a 
good Satmar girl grew more explosive until she 
gave birth at nineteen and realized that, for the 
sake of herself and her son, she had to escape. 
 
 
 

Shulem Deen was raised to believe that questions are 
dangerous. As a member of the Skverers, one of the 
most insular Hasidic sects in the US, he knows little 
about the outside world--only that it is to be shunned. 
His marriage at eighteen is arranged and several 
children soon follow. Deen's first transgression--
turning on the radio--is small, but his curiosity leads 
him to the library, and later the Internet. Soon he 
begins a feverish inquiry into the tenets of his religious 
beliefs, until, several years later, his faith unravels 
entirely.  
Now a heretic, he fears being discovered and 
ostracized from the only world he knows. His 
relationship with his family at stake, he is forced into a 
life of deception, and begins a long struggle to hold on 
to those he loves most: his five children. In All Who Go 
Do Not Return, Deen bravely traces his harrowing loss 
of faith, while offering an illuminating look at a highly 
secretive world.

 

Sunday, October 15 at 9:30 a.m. 

In the newly remodeled Adath Israel Library 
Read one or both books and join us to compare the two stories 

Refreshments will be served! 


